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RICHARDSON, Texas -- Yes, the name of the ‘zine has changed to reflect my new semi-whereabouts.
1
 

 

I say “semi” because I’m living out of a motel room at weekly rates on the south side, near the Austin-

Bergstrom International Airport, because my chosen apartment complex is processing my rental application 

slower than the traffic on Interstate 35.
2
  

 

In fact, my whereabouts are more elusive than those of Willie “Eight is Enough” Aames, who has 

reemerged as a performer in Christian entertainment circles, according to True Believer magazine.
3
  

 

Advertisers would just about need divine assistance to avoid coming off as foolish as Greg Johnson, 

president of HomePlace: 

 
 “At last, you’re all settled in and ready to ad your own special touches that make your 

house truly your home. You want the best styles at the most affordable prices.”
4
 

 

Uh, actually, Greg, the best styles you mention – Pflatzgraff, Mikasa, etc. – are available for far less at the 

factory outlets along I-35 in Hillsboro and San Marcos.
5
  

 

Then again, I didn’t even know about HomePlace until I returned to Richardson
6
 to check my mail after a 

week of work at IBM’s “pink palace” on Burnet Road in Edge City.
7
 If “Star Trek” were about luxury 

hotels instead of space exploration, it’d look like this place.
8
  

 

Nearby is the apartment complex where the police made a record local cocaine bust this week.
9
 I guess the 

dealers had to set up their operations in desirable North Austin because of their customers, perfectly willing 

to consume crack, yet equally unwilling to risk their health by driving to the “dangerous” neighborhoods of 

East and South Austin.
10

  
 

My arrival coincided with the Mardi Gras celebrations, which gave Austinites an excuse to play obscure 

‘50s Crescent City recordings and eat gumbo – a mixture of soup and sand named for the missing Marx 

Brother. Austin is the westernmost outpost of Louisiana cultures.  

 

Hard on the heels of Mardi Gras, the “Live Music Capital of the World” is hosting the South by Southwest 

(SXSW) multimedia conference. This means for the next week downtown will be completely impassible as 

thousands throng to hear scraggly bands emote their angst before industry bigwigs.
11

 Next time, boys, try 

emoting with an Em+7.
12

 And try substituting some local barbecue
13

 for your regular crack diet. (If you’re 

worried about looking like David Crosby,
14

 have some gumbo instead.) 

 

SXSW has spawned a succession of regional imitators, though the music scene that spawned SXSW is in 

decline, eclipsed by Austin’s technology scene that will someday soon also eclipse Silicon Valley.
15

 

 

The technology scene is so hot,
16

 in fact, employers have been advertising
17

 in the “alternative”
18

 weekly 

Austin Chronicle to cope with the severe shortage of workers, something I haven’t seen before. The 

shortage, though has been a reported problem for at least two years.
19

  I hammered recruiters about it
20

 until 

they swamped my answering machine with prospects while I was deciphering the folkways of IBM.  

 

And even the arts scene, like much in the state, is  “… increasingly younger, multiethnic and culturally 

vibrant”
21

 than SXSW’s black-clad artistes, most of whom actually work as bartenders, would suggest.
22

 

And my asides aside, I’m delighted to be on the verge of finally settling in the place I dreamed about for 

years. 
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