
 
 

 
Seriously, folks. 

 

His work, which appeared in Mad Magazine for most of its history, is probably that 

publication’s most recognizable motif, after mascot Alfred E. Neuman. My dad, a first-

generation Mad fan, introduced me to Martin’s work. Now yet another contributor to the 

milieu that created the warped, cynical author you read today (and inspired this issue’s 

headline years in advance of the fact) is gone.
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Mad is still around, though it lost touch with the Zeitgeist in the early ‘80s, and hence lost 

much of its vitality. Many other cultural commentators shared that experience at that time. Coincidentally, I 

stopped reading Mad the same time Martin stopped contributing, over disagreement with Publisher Bill 

Gaines about ownership rights.
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The Washington Times reports Jane Fonda has become a born-again Christian. Just remember, Jane, you 

take wafers and wine, not pita bread and Evian.
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Among other entertainment has-beens, late-night talk show host David Letterman received heart surgery
4
 

after removing a toffee-colored proboscis from the posterior of first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton on his 

show last week.
5
 Letterman, a white-bread TV toady, set a new low in kowtowing to his corporatist 

masters. Where’s his vaunted irreverence when a broad target presents itself? "American Splendor" creator 

Harvey Pekar had that condescending country clubber pegged years ago.
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David Kamp serves up a judicious reappraisal of the talents and career of musician/entertainer/paisan/bon 

vivant Louis Prima in … Vanity Fair?
7
 Before the Cocktail Nation/Swing revival of the last several years,

8
 

Prima seemed fated to be remembered for his work in the Disney "Jungle Book" flick,
9
 which is a bit like 

remembering Harvey Keitel for his early work as a shoe salesman.
10

 Dig it: Prima was good enough for 

Rhino Records to include one of his hits in its multivolume blues compilation, on the disc dealing with 

jump blues,
 11

 a style enjoying critical and popular re-evaluation after being swept aside by the conceits of 

‘60s youth.
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Kamp has written elsewhere of the crushing drawbacks to the spread of nostalgia culture,
 13

 but the staff of 

the Phoenix New Times has no such inhibitions. The Jan. 13 issue favorably reviews Durant’s, an old-

school establishment in downtown Phoenix where I once had an enjoyable (and expensive) date.
14

 In fact, 



the whole issue is a delight to read, capped by the online edition’s links to "Webb Page Confidential," 

which spotlights staffer Dewey Webb’s morbid, cheesy, hepcat tabloid interests.
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Meanwhile, back at the ranch, I had the pleasure of catching another N’awlins
16

 bluesman this weekend at 

Blue Cat Blues club in the Deep Ellum district
17

 of Dallas. Walter "Wolfman" Washington
18

 led his band 

through a gumbo of shifting styles, sometimes during the same song, even the ones that advocated booty 

shaking. But what the band really made me want to do was buy its CDs. Now that’s talent. 
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